CANADIAN SOCIETY FOR AESTHETICS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

31 May 2004, 1:30 p.m.

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

The School of Art, Fitzgerald Building, Room 304,

Present:  Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin (Chair), Ira Newman, Evan Cameron, Roger Shiner, Roger Seamon, Victor Yelverton Haines, Michelle Weinroth, Jeffrey Strayer, Glenn Parsons.

1.  Agenda was approved.

2. Minutes 

The Minutes for 2003 Dalhousie meeting were adopted with the following amendment to item 11:  “Jean-Philippe Deneault was elected for a one year term to the executive as communications secretary.”

3. Business arising from the minutes

Website:  The Society website was discussed and a number of improvements suggested, such as a link to the Society’s journal, AE.

Travel subsidies:  Whether some members of the Society should have priority for travel subsidies was discussed.  Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin said the executive would draft a policy for consideration at the next annual general meeting.

4.Reports

Anglo-phone Co-Presidents: 
Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin expressed her delight in having the meetings in the arts building this year and hopes that it may symbolize the Society's commitment to being a home for scholars from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds, including the arts and art theory. She passed on the regrets of Franco-phone chair Francois Chalifour regarding the absence of a French programme for this year and reported that both he and she look forward to enjoying the richness of a bi-lingual programme again next year in London, Ontario. The president also expressed her gratitude to Francois for his willingness to stand again for French co-chair for next year. The president drew attention to the deadline for submissions to the electronic Canadian Aesthetics Journal/Revue canadienne d'esthetique edited by Claude Therien. The deadline is July 15 and the theme is "Artistic Activity, The Sense and the Meaning." The journal has its own website. She hopes that, in the future, the members'  e-mail list can be used to pass on any news of relevance to its members. 

Membership Secretary:  Victor Yelverton Haines reported the Society presently has 72 members and further calls for membership renewals will be emailed.

Treasurer:  The financial report from Manon Regimbald was tabled and approved.  MOTION:  After Michelle Weinroth noted the difficulty of requiring two signatures for Society banking, Roger Shiner moved, seconded by Evan Cameron:  “The treasurer’s signature alone will be enough to effect the Society’s banking.”  Carried.

MOTION:  Considering the availability of funds, Roger Seamon moved “the Society award an annual prize of $200 for the best graduate student paper presented at our annual conference.”  Carried.  Roger Seamon volunteered to judge the submissions.  

Program Chair:  Ira Newman reported that the Society had received twenty submissions for the 2004 conference; two were rejected.  He said the Society owes our local co-ordinator, Douglas Arrell, a debt of gratitude for the care he took in helping with local arrangements, especially our Society Dinner at he Fort Garry Hotel and the architectural walking tour of the Exchange District led by Jino Distasio, Acting Director, Institute of Urban Studies, University of Winnipeg.  Ira Newman himself was then vigorously applauded for his gracious diligence in organizing and chairing our program. 

Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences.

Jacqueline Wright and Wendy Robins arrived at the meeting and reported on negotiation with SSHRC regarding funding:  three year subventions need tot be re-established so societies may plan ahead; new societies need to be given the right to apply for subvention.  Our Society will meet next year 29, 30, 31 May 2005, at the University of Western Ontario.  

5. Representative to the XVI International Congress of Aesthetics in Rio de Janeiro, 2004. 

Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin will represent our Society at this conference.  MOTION: Victor Yelverton Haines, seconded by Roger Shiner, moved that “the Society give a travel subvention of $300 to the representative of the Canadian Society for Aesthetics at the International Conference.”  Carried

6. Elections.

Program Coordinators:

English 2005

Nominated John MacKinnon, elected.

French 2005 

Nominated Francois Chalifour, elected.

English 2006

Nominated Evan Cameron, elected.

Executive:

Francophone President

Nominated for a two year term:  Sylianne Charles, elected.

Communications Secretary

Nominated (for a two year term) Michelle Weinroth, elected.

The current Executive is thus 

Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin, Co-president 2003-2005

Syliane Charles, Co-president 2004-2006

Manon Regimbald, Treasurer 2003-2005

Victor Yelverton Haines, Membership secretary 2003-2005

Michelle Weinroth, Communications secretary 2004-2006

Motion to Adjourn, Evan Cameron, seconded by Victor Yelverton Haines

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

Victor Yelverton Haines

